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Designed and built in accordance 

with current Lifting Operation 

and Lifting Equipment and SOLAS 

regulations, the MateSaver is 

suitable for arduous marine 

environments and essential to 

any overboard recovery.  
 

 

1.5T 

The  MateSaver  should  always  be  ready  for  
use  in  an  emergency.  Regular  maintenance  
of  your  MateSaver  will  ensure  first  class  
service at all times. 
 

The Manufacturer recommends that your  
MateSaver be: 

 

1. Visually checked every six months and 

after use for damage or corrosion and 

that all components are secure and 

intact. 

 

2.  Replaced after five years – due to a 

natural deterioration. 

 

 

    Load Data 

 

Safe Working Load – 150Kg 

 

 

MateSavers come in two standard lengths, 

• 2.6 metres 

• 3.6 metres 
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Survivor is then moved to the best
Position for a recovery

M an overboa rd 

Loop p ass ;   Concious over headon sciou s ove r he a d 

uncons cious  unde r fe e t 

Cre w m em ber  stan ding by with full loop by with  full loop 

Ma tes av e r is  a tta ched  to r ecov ery  da vit Surv ivor r ecov ere d a board 

Man Overboard 
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Guidance recovery 

procedure 
 

In this example, it is assumed that the boat is manned by a 

minimum of a helmsman, one crew and a third person who 

is to be recovered from the water. See Detailed Instruction 

sheet for full procedure. 

 

1. Helmsman sights casualty in the water. 

2. Crewman dons immersion suit, life-jacket and safety 

harness and clips to a safety line. 

3. Crewman collects MateSaver from the stowage 

position and if practicable, clips it to the safety line. 

4. Crewman prepares MateSaver catch loop and takes up 

position in sight of the helmsman (forward) to loop the 

casualty. 

5. Crewman loops casualty and tightens loop. Looping 

from the feet, up and under the arms may prove safest 

and easiest. 

6. Crewman draws the casualty to the recovery point 

using the MateSaver. 

7. Helmsman stops engine. 

8. Helmsman prepares himself to assist crewman. 

9. Attach lifting strop to the davit and lift casualty to a 

point above the gunwale height to enable the casualty 

to be hauled aboard. 

 

 
To use the MateSaver efficiently the tackle supplied with the 

MateSaver needs to be clipped to an appropriate point 

overhanging the vessel. 

Most vessels have some suitable form of davit, platform or 

rigging that is strong enough to lift an unconscious casualty or 

aid a conscious casualty. 

 

Because the development of a practical recovery system will 

vary from vessel to vessel we would recommend consultation 

with your local department of transport surveyor or 

classification society on how best this aid to rescue may be 

used. 

 

If a propeller guard is not fitted, engines should be stopped 

when the person in the water is brought along-side aft. 
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WARNING! Activities involving the use of this 

equipment are inherently dangerous. 

You are responsible for your own action and decisions. 

Before using this equipment, you must: 

- Read and understand all instructions for use 

- Undertake specific training in its proper use 

- Become acquainted with its capabilities and 

limitations 

- Understand and accept the risks involved 

Failure to heed any of these warning may result in 

injury or death. 

 

1. Use 

 

- WARNING -This product is designed to be 

used by a competent person familiar with LOLER 

regulation (REG 5). 

- To prolong the life of this product, care in use is 

necessary. Avoid rubbing against abrasive surfaces of 

sharp edges. 

- Suitable PPE should be used where necessary in 

conjunction with this equipment. 

 

2. Compatibility 

 

- Any equipment used with the Matesaver must 

conform to the applicable standards and/or 

regulations with regard to lifting personnel. 

 

3. Maintenance & cleaning 

 

- Periodically wash the Matesaver in fresh water and 

detergent to remove excessive salt water deposits. 

- DO NOT use any greases or lubricants on this 

product. 

 

 

 

 

4. Modification & repairs 

- WARNING -DO NOT modify or repair this 

product. 

 

5. Inspection 

 

- Before use the MateSaver must be inspected by 

trained personnel as follows:- 

 

1.   Ensure ease of movement of rescue loop 

2.   Check aft cleat bracket 

3.   Check forward lifting bracket 

4.   Check shackle 

5.   Check security of lifting webbing sling 

6.   Pull operating rope through to stop and inspect 

7.   Ensure pole is damage free 

8.   Check security webbing strop and karabiners 

 

After each use the Matesaver must be inspected by 

trained personnel as above, plus the following:- 

 

1   Check tightness of forward loop guide 

2.  Check end plug 

3.  Check cleat and bracket 

4.   Check both lifting eyes on recovery lifting strop 

5.   Check yellow sleeve  

6.   Withdraw loop and tie off on cleat 

7.   Dry off and clean 

 

Periodic 6 monthly inspection by competent person:- 

 

As per above, plus the following:- 

1.  Check I.D. tag against test cert is intact and legible 

2.  Check for corrosion on all component parts. 

3. Pull out recovery loop until spliced eye on operating 

rope is outside the pole, inspect splice. 

4.  Inspect anti-slip tape on rear of pole 

5.  Inspect slot liner 

6. File inspection reports and return Matesaver to 

storage. 

 

WARNING – DO NOT CONTINUE TO USE THIS 

PRODUCT AFTER A MAJOR SHOCK LOADING, EVEN IF 

THERE IS NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF DAMGE OR DEFORMITY 

PRESENT. 
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6. Storage 

 

- Do not put in contact with corrosive materials and 

solvents. 

- Do not leave the recovery loop extended when not in 

use. Failure to do so can result in premature failure 

of the Matesaver. 

- Where the Matesaver is stowed on open decks, as is 

reasonably practical, the location should seek to 

minimise excessive exposure to seawater immersion 

/spray/waves, and UV light. 

 

7. Lifetime 

 

- Operating temperature is between -10°C and plus 

50°C. 

- The maximum life span of the product is 5 years. 

However this can be shorter depending on the usage 

intensity and environment in which is stored and 

used. Regular inspection is essential in ensuring the 

continued safe use within the 5 year period. 

- WARNING - Exceptional wear and damage 

may limit the life-span to a single usage. 

 

8. Warranty 

 

- This product is warranted for 1 year against any 

faults in materials or manufacture. 

- Exclusion: Normal wear and tear, oxidisation, 

modifications or alteration, incorrect storage, poor 

maintenance, negligence, uses for which this product 

is not designed. 

- See full warranty conditions on accompanying 

despatch note. 

 

9. Responsibility 

- The manufacturer
is not reposible for the consequences, direct or 

indirect or accidental, or any other type of damage 

befalling or resulting from use of its products. 

 




